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Words from Fr. Nicholas Ho
New Life

Sunday, February 24th was the day that marked the
completion of my 40th Ordination year: 1979 -
2019. As I prepared for the celebration of Holy
Mass, | saw Mr. David Leatherby Sr accompanied
by his Wife Sally and Son Alan, they walked into
the hall of Our Lady of Grace School. Later, when
the People of God filed up to receive Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist, David Leatherby Sr was wheeled
up. He reverently received Jesus, the Bread of
Life. As he was wheeled off, | touched his clasped
hands. After Mass | failed to see Alan and his Dad
in the crowd. I asked Jaime, Alan’s Daughter
about his Dad. She told me that Alan had to rush
David Leatherby to the hospital as he was not
feeling well.

On Tuesday, February 26th, I visited David
Leatherby at the Kaiser Hospital. David was
cheerful, jovial and happy as he was surrounded by
family and friends. On Monday, March 4th, |
called Alan to inquire about David’s health. I was
shocked as Alan broke the news of the passing
away of David, the night before. David has
returned to His Lord and God.

The above should lead us to reflect:

Do you believe in death? | believe that it is part of
life.

| believe that we are born to die,

To die that we may live more fully.

We are born to die a little each day,

To selfishness and to sin.

| believe we taste death in moments of loneliness
and rejection,
In moments of sorrow and disappointments.

I believe that each day we are creating our own
death,
By the way we live.

To those who believe in Christ,
Death is a gateway,
A gateway to eternal life.
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Pope’s March 6, 2019 Message: Thy Kingdom Come

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!

When we pray the “Our Father”, the second
request we address to God is “Thy kingdom
come” (Mt 6:10). After praying for the
sanctification of his name, the believer
expresses the desire that His Kingdom may
come soon. This desire poured forth, so to
speak, from the very heart of Christ who
began preaching in Galilee by proclaiming:
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand; repent, and believe in the
gospel”, (Mk 1:15). These words are in no
way a threat. On the contrary, they are a
blessed proclamation, a joyful message. Jesus
does not want to press people to convert by
sowing fear of God’s imminent judgment or a
sense of guilt for the wrongdoing committed.
Jesus does not proselytize: he simply
proclaims. Rather, what he brings is the Good
News of salvation, and, starting from this, he
calls us to convert. Each of us is invited to
believe in the “Gospel”: God’s authority is
brought close to his children. This is the
Gospel: the authority of God drawn near to
his children. And Jesus announces this
marvelous thing, this grace: God, the Father,
loves us, is close to us and teaches us to walk
on the path of holiness.

The signs of the coming of this Kingdom are
multiple, all of them positive. Jesus begins his
ministry by caring for the sick, both in body
and in spirit, for those who were socially
excluded — lepers, for example — and
sinners who were looked upon with scorn by
everyone, even by those who were greater
sinners than them but who pretended to be
just. And what does Jesus call them?

“Hypocrites”. Jesus himself indicates these
signs, the signs of the Kingdom of God: “The
blind receive their sight and the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them” (Mt 11:5).

“Thy kingdom come”, Christians persistently
repeat when they pray the “Our Father”. Jesus
has come; but the world is still marked by sin,
inhabited by many people who suffer, by
people who do not want to reconcile and do
not forgive, by war and many forms of
exploitation. Let us think about child
trafficking, for example. All these facts are
proof that Christ’s victory has not yet been
completely attained. Many men and women
still live with closed hearts. It is above all in
these situations that the second request of the
“Our Father” emerges on the lips of
Christians: “Thy kingdom come!”, which is
like saying: “We need you, Father! We need
you, Jesus. We need you, Lord, to be
everywhere and forever, in our midst!”. “Thy
kingdom come; may you be in our midst”.

We sometimes ask ourselves: why is this
Kingdom so slow to come about? Jesus likes
to speak of his victory in terms of parables.
For example, he says that the Kingdom of
God is similar to a field where weeds and
good wheat grow together: the biggest
mistake would be to immediately intervene,
by uprooting from the world what appear to
us to be invasive weeds. God is not like us.
God is patient. It is not through violence that
the Kingdom is established in the world:
meekness is its means of propagation (cf. Mt
13:24-30).



Pope’s March 6, 2019 Message: Thy Kingdom Come

The Kingdom of God is certainly a great
strength, the greatest one there is, but not
according to worldly criteria. This is why it
never appears to have the absolute majority. It
is like leaven that is kneaded with flour: it
apparently disappears and yet, it is what
makes the dough rise (cf. Mt 13:33). Or it is
like a mustard seed, so small, almost invisible,
which, however, carries within it nature’s
most explosive force, and once fully grown, it
becomes the largest tree in the garden (cf. Mt
13:31-32).

In this “destiny” of the Kingdom of God, we
can sense the tenor of Jesus’ life. He too was
a frail sign to his contemporaries, an almost
unknown event to the official historians of the
time. He described himself as a “grain of
wheat” that dies in the earth, but only in this
way can it bear “much fruit” (cf. Jn 12:24).
The symbol of the seed is eloquent. One day a
farmer plants it in the earth (a gesture which
resembles a burial), and then, if he “should
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
should sprout and grow, he knows not how”
(Mk 4:27). A seed that sprouts is more the
work of God than of the man who planted it
(cf. Mk 4:27). God always precedes us. God
always surprises. Thanks to him, the night of
Good Friday is followed by the dawn of the
Resurrection, able to illuminate the entire
world with hope.

“Thy kingdom come!”. Let us sow this word
in the midst of our sins and our shortcomings.
Let us give it to the people defeated and bent
by life, to those who have tasted hatred more
than love, those who have lived aimless days

without ever understanding why. Let us give
it to those who have fought for justice, to all
the martyrs in history, to those who have
come to the conclusion that they have fought
for nothing and that in this world evil always
dominates. We will then feel the prayer of the
“Our Father” respond. It will repeat those
words of hope for the umpteenth time, the
same words with which the Spirit sealed all
the Sacred Scriptures: “Yes, | am coming
soon”: this is the Lord’s reply: “I am coming
soon”. Amen. And the Lord’s Church
responds: “Come, Lord, Jesus” (cf. Acts 2:20).
“Thy kingdom come” is like saying “Come
Lord Jesus”. And Jesus says: “I am coming
soon”. And Jesus comes, in his way, but
every day. We have trust in this. And when
we pray the “Our Father”, we always say:
“Thy kingdom come”, in order to feel him
say in our heart: “yes, yes, I am coming, and |
am coming soon”. Thank you!

Resource:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/20
19/documents/papa-francesco_20190306_udienza-
generale.html



Our Lenten Journey with God

Lent is a time that is associated with giving
up something. Whether it is time spent on
the internet or shopping, we typically try to
stay away from material items. Yet, in our
efforts to decrease our dependence on
earthly pleasures, we mustn’t focus solely
on sacrifice. Our main focus should be on
our journey with God.

We should start this journey by spending
more time with Him. The time that we save
by giving up an activity can be spent in
prayer and/or reading Scripture. Meditating
and reflecting about what God has done in
our lives is another excellent way to devote
ourselves to Him. I know that it isn’t always
easy to do. The temptations and demands of
life can reduce the amount of time we spend
with Him. It is also easy to make excuses for
taking time away from prayer.

Yet, what matters most is that we try our
best to make time for God. Even a few extra
minutes each day with God can be
meaningful. Each moment we spend with
God is precious. He loves it when we seek
Him. That is why Jesus encouraged us to ask,
seek, and knock on His door (Matthew 7:7).
When we do this, we get to experience His
love and peace.

He doesn’t just want us to keep His love and
peace to ourselves though. He encourages us
to love one another (John 13:34). We should
be kind to each other and do what we can to
be ambassadors of Christ’s love. I
understand that this can be difficult to do —
especially during stressful days. Yet, small

Alex Wan

acts of kindness can go a long way. From
being there for our loved ones to praying for
those who upset us (or asking God’s
guidance to heal and forgive), we can do
much to live out Christ’s teachings of love.

We should focus on His love throughout
Lent and beyond.

This is especially important in our world
today. For example, on March 15, 2019, a
terrorist attacked 2 mosques in New Zealand
and killed 51 people. It was a horrific and
hate-filled attack that reminded me of other
terrorist attacks, like the attack in
Charlottesville, Virginia. We must stand and
speak out against hatred, injustice, and
bigotry. We also must build bridges with
Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, and all other
brothers and sisters of faith. We must build
bridges with agnostics and atheist brothers
and sisters as well. By taking the
aforementioned actions, we live out Christ’s
teachings of loving one another — regardless
of their backgrounds.

Thus, as we continue our Lenten journeys,
let us all take time to devote ourselves to
God. There is much we can do in our free
time and our interactions with others.
Through prayer, service, kindness, and
bridge building, we can each put Christ’s
Word in action and grow closer to Him.
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2019 BERZEZE 2019 Committee Members

@B SHMHE President: Oliver Wan
gl E: B Vice President: Ida Tang
HI: R Treasurer: Catherine Wong

A N Recording Secretary: Ellis Chan
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Balance Brought Forward (From January 01, 2018 Bank Statement)

Corresponding Secretary: Cecilia Chan

D 4.326.11
Saving 6,001.32
Checking 11,060.44
Total 21.387.87
Checking (Book Balance) 10.691.40
Income
1 Mass Collection 1.801.87
2 Check Donation 1.570.00
3 Friendship lunch donation 30000
4 Young adult donation 142.55
5 T-shirt selling 21.00
6 Chinese New Year Dinner 2,820.00
7 Father Ho's birthday dinner 1.250.00
& Thanksgiving dinner collection 33500
9 Summer retreat collection 920.00
10 Fundrasing - ZongZi 1.280.00
11 Fundrasing - Red envelope 498.00
12 Interest Received (checking account) 4.99
Total Income: 10.943.41
Expenses
I Father Ho (birthday dinner, cake, lai see) 2,047 .66
2 Monthly birthday cake 45145
3 After mass refreshment 568.80
4 Friendship lunch - Lion dance 20000
5 Chinese New Year dinner (including dinner in Hong Kong lslander, Lion dance, lai see & gifts) 3,754.22
6 Thanksgiving dinner expenses (food and drink) 644 88
7 Summer picnic {including permit and food expenses) 55942
8 Summer retreat (including $300.00 for Simon Tsui) 1,300.00
9 Donation to Butt county camp fire 3,146.00
10 Advertising (CNYCA booth) 2018 and 2019 - $60.00 each 120.00
11 Community activity - Christian High School students L2
12 Fundrasing - ZongZi 13478
13 Fundrasing - Red envelope H28.21
14 Celebrate mass on CNY, Mother's day 68.13
15 Christmas dinner expenses (gifts and food) 644.34
Total Expenses: 16,499,651
NMet Loss: (5,556.20)
Balance as of December 31, 2018
D 4,332.70
Saving 6,001 .85
Checking 5,391.95
Total 15,726.50
Checking (Book Balance) 5,135.20




