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Words from Fr. Nicholas Ho
OUR EASTER PRAYER

It is only right, with all the powers of our heart
and mind, to praise you, Father, and your
only-begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dear Father, by your wonderful and gracious
love for us, your people, you gave up your
Son, Jesus.

Dear Jesus, you paid the debt of Adam for us
to the Eternal Father by your own blood
poured forth in loving-kindness.

You cleared away the darkness of sin by your
magnificent and radiant resurrection.

You broke the bonds of death and rose from
the grave as a conqueror.

You reconciled between heaven and earth.
Our life had no hope of eternal happiness
before you redeemed us. Your resurrection
has washed away our sins, restored our
innocence and brought us joy. How precious
is the tenderness of your love.

Amen.

The Lord is truly Risen, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia!
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Pope’s March 15, 2017 Message: Christian Hope Rejoice in Hope

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!

We know well that the great commandment
the Lord Jesus left us is the one about love: to
love God with all our heart, with all our soul
and with all our mind, and to love our
neighbour as ourselves (cf. Mt 22:37-39);
namely, we are called to love, to exercise
charity. And this is our loftiest vocation, our
vocation par excellence; and it is also tied to
the joy of Christian hope. One who loves has
the joy of hope, of reaching the encounter
with the great love that is the Lord.

The Apostle Paul, in the passage of the Letter
to the Romans that we have just heard, puts
us on guard: there is a risk that our charity
may be hypocritical, that our love may be
hypocritical. So we must ask: when does this
hypocrisy happen? And how can we be
certain that our love is sincere, that our
charity is authentic? That we are not
pretending to do charity or that our love is not
for show: sincere, strong love....

Hypocrisy can insinuate itself anywhere, even
in our world of love. This happens when our
love is motivated by interest, by self-interest;
and how much interested love there is ...
when the service to charity, which we seem to
carry out generously, is done in order to draw
attention to ourselves or to feel good: ‘Oh,
how good I'am!". No, this is hypocrisy! Or
also when we aspire to things with
“visibility” so as to put our intelligence or our

abilities on display. Behind all this there is a
false, misleading idea, thinking that since we
love, we are good — as though charity were a
manmade creation, a product of our heart.
Charity, instead, is first and foremost a grace,
a gift; being able to love is a gift of God, and
we must ask for it. He gives it freely, if we
ask for it. Charity is a grace: it does not
consist in showing off, but in what the Lord
gives us and which we freely receive; and it
cannot be extended to others if it is not first
generated by the encounter with the meek and
merciful face of Jesus.

Paul invites us to recognize that we are
sinners, and also that our way of loving is
marked by sin. At the same time, however,
one becomes the bearer of a new message, a
message of hope: the Lord opens before us a
new path of freedom, a path of salvation. It is
the opportunity for us too to live the great
commandment of love, to become
instruments of God’s charity. And this
happens when we let our heart be healed and
renewed by the Risen Christ. The Risen Lord
who lives among us, who lives with us is
capable of healing our heart: He does so. if
we ask it. It is He who allows us, even in our
littleness and poverty, to experience the
Father’s compassion and to celebrate the
wonders of his love. And thus we understand
that all we can live and do for our brothers
and sisters is but the response to what God
has done and continues to do for us. Rather, it
is God himself who, abiding in our heart and
our life, continues to be close and to serve all
those whom we encounter each day on our



Pope’s March 15, 2017 Message: Christian Hope Rejoice in Hope

journey, beginning with the least and the
neediest, in whom He is first recognized.

Thus, with these words, rather than reproach
us, the Apostle Paul wants to encourage us
and rekindle hope in us. Indeed, everyone has
the experience of not living the
commandment of love fully or as we should.
But this too is a grace, because it makes us
understand that we are incapable of truly
loving by ourselves: we need the Lord
constantly to renew this gift in our heart,
through the experience of his infinite mercy.
Then, indeed, we will return to appreciate
small things, simple, ordinary things; we will
once more appreciate all these little, everyday
things and we will be capable of loving others
as God loves them, wanting their good, that is,
that they be holy, friends of God; and we will
be glad of the opportunity to make ourselves
close to those who are poor and humble, as
Jesus does with each one of us when we are
distant from Him, to stoop to the feet of our
brothers and sisters, as He, the Good
Samaritan, does with each of us, with his
compassion and his forgiveness.

Dear brothers and sisters, what the Apostle
Paul reminded us of is the secret for — I shall
use his words — it is the secret for “rejoicing
in hope” (cf. Rom 12:12); rejoicing in hope.
The joy of hope: because we know that in all
circumstances, even the most adverse, and
also through our own failures, God’s love
never fails.

Therefore, with his grace and his fidelity
dwelling and abiding in our heart, let us live
in the joyful hope of reciprocating in our
brothers and sisters, through the little we can,
the abundance we receive from Him each day.

Thank you.

Sources:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audienc
es/201 7/documents/papa-

Srancesco 20170315 udienza-generale.html



Who Am I?

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe.”
-John 20:29

I like very much the following lyrics of a
famous song “The Glorious Days™ of the Hong
Kong music band Beyond - “A lifetime of loss
and struggle, believing one’s ability to change the
future™, but at the end “wonder who can make it?”

Yet at the most glorious and bright time of my life,
my wife brought to me two very astonishing news.

The first one made me very excited. my
wife was pregnant and our small world would
soon have a new member. But the one that
followed was a nightmare, she suffered from
severe headache after the pregnancy and her
vision was becoming blurred and worse. After
seeking treatment from various specialists, it was
confirmed that there was a tumor in her brain and
it grew in size as days went by. In order not to
risk the life of the mother, doctor suggested to
immediately stop pregnancy and remove the
fumor by surgery.

My feeling was like falling from heaven to
hell and I was almost collapsed at that moment.
Despite 1 used to be confident in keeping
everything under my control, [ felt so helpless and
hopeless and did not know what to do. The
situation became very pressing as time past,
finally I had no alternative but to send my wife
back to Houston, Texas under the care of my in-
laws and to seek second medical opinion.

Ellis Chan

Without my wife around, days became bored
and lonely. Added with the worry about her, it
seemed that I had lost all the support and could
not stand by myself anymore. Suddenly one day,
it flashed in my mind about the invitation letter
sent to me earlier from the church. Where did I
put it?

Of course the letter was eventually found
and I responded to the call of God and started my
new life to explore the footprint of our Lord. As
a catechumen, | liked the first gift from the Tsing
Y1 parish — a book named “Explore”, especially
the part mentioned about what St. Thomas said,
“Unless | see in his hands the print of the nails,
and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and
place my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
(John 20:25)

At the same time good news came from my
wife in Texas, specialists there said the tumor
appeared to have stabilized and did not grow
further. Under close observation, we could wait
for the baby to come out before the brain surgery.
Thanks to God, our daughter Melody was safely
born in January 2001 with the weight of almost 9
pounds. Strange enough, the tumor disappeared
after the confinement and even the doctor said it
was a miracle. I do not know whether it is again
a coincidence or God is joking with me, even the
date on the invitation letter from Tsing Y1 parish
is my birthday (the letter was attached in the last
issue). No wonder Jesus said, “Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet believe.” (John 20:29)

Yet I did not receive the baptism with other
catechumens after 16 months of catechism and |
rarely went to mass with the excuse that | need
time to take care of our newborn baby. We are
busy every moment. Does this sound familiar?
So how did I become the son in God at the end?
Let us continue the sharing in the next issue.
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SCCC Annual Financial Report 2017
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