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Words from Fr. Nicholas Ho
EASTER- A TIME OF HOPE

It brings tears to the eyes when we see
mothers and their families cry in desperation when
tragedy struck the Malaysian Jet Liner MH 370
more than a month ago. Then again the whole sad
scene repeated itself when recently the ferry
carrying high school students sank off the coast of
South Korea. Again mothers wept uncontrollably
and some numbed by grief stared aimlessly out at
the sea while rescue work continued.

Yes, Easter was recently celebrated and the
world was full of lilies, trimmed in gold and
white. God's people was happy and she burst out
chanting, "Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!" We have
been told even when we were very young that
Easter is a time of Hope. Easter brings the
awareness that God is present even when his
presence is not directly noticed. Easter brings the
good news that, although things seem to get worse
in the world, pain and lost of loved ones are still
experienced, the Evil One has already been
overcome. Easter allows us to affirm that although
God seems very distant and although we remain
sad and troubled, Our Lord walks with us on the
road and keeps comforting us and strengthening
us. So there are many rays of hope casting their
light on our way through life. Jesus repeatedly
remind us saying, "Do Not Be Afraid! I am here!"
One more thing.... Remember... The Easter season
lasts fifty days - through the most beautiful spring
months of April and May. Remember that we are
heaven-bound with Jesus. We need to celebrate
long after Easter Sunday. Treat yourself, your
family and your friends to some loving, joyous
feasting over the next 50 days. Break out the
"Alleluias" and go tell everyone what Jesus said,
"Go tell everyone that I will meet you and be with
you."

HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER TO YOU !
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New Book Recommendation

May is the month of Mary, and May 13 is
the feast of Our Lady of Fatima. I believed
many of you had heard about the apparitions of
Our Lady to three shepherd children in Fatima,
Portugal, in 1917, Coincidentally, our
parishioners Barbara and Brian donated a new
Chinese book to our mini library, which
described about the events of this apparition and
the lives of two of the shepherd children, who
were later declared as “Blessed”.

This book is titled *“The youngest children
to be beautified: Francisco and Jacinta of
Fatima™. It was written by a priest from China.
In order to write this book, he had learnt
Portuguese for one and a half years. He also
read a lot of books about the events in Fatima,
and the memoirs of Sister Lucia of Fatima (one
of the shepherd children who witnessed the
apparitions of Our Lady). When he started the
writing, he sat in front of the statues of the two
Blessed children, he held the reliquary of them
in his left hand, while he wrote with the pen that
Sister Lucia had signed her name with. He kept
praying for the help of Our Lady of Fatima.

In the book, the author gave a historical
and geographical description of Portugal and
Fatima. He also wrote about the lives of the
three shepherd children: siblings Francisco and
Jacinta, and their cousin, Lucia. He described in
detail of how they witnessed the apparitions of
an angel and Our Lady. What impressed me the
most was the description of the faith of
Francisco and Jacinta, and how they sacrificed
themselves to make penance for sinners. He
also gave an account of the process of their
beautification.

If you are interested in this book, you are
welcome to borrow it from the mini library.



The Golden Rule

“Do to others whatever you would have them
do to you. This is the law and the prophets.” -
Jesus (Matthew 7:12)

Jesus called upon all of us to treat each
other the way that we would want to be treated.
As you may know, it is The Golden Rule. While
it sounds simple, it can be difficult to put in
practice. Nevertheless, it is necessary, especially
when it comes to having compassion for, and
helping those who are in need.

You may wonder how helping people is
related to The Golden Rule. After all, reflections
about The Golden Rule usually focus on the
relationships and interactions we have with
friends, family members, and co-workers.
However, it also applies to how we react to the
plight of people who are impoverished and/or
living under oppression. For example, when we
fall upon difficult times, we would desire (and
expect) our loved ones to be supportive, caring,
and compassionate. In the same vein, we should
be supportive of, and show compassion for
people who are in need, regardless of whether
they are close to home or far away. Moreover,
mentioned in my last article, Jesus called upon
us to love our neighbors, which include not just
our family, but also humankind in general. Thus,
by being compassionate for the poor and the
oppressed, we can show our love and implement
The Golden Rule in our own lives.

I saw The Golden Rule in action in
Washington D.C. during the weekend of March
15, 2014. T joined activists from all over the
United States, Canada, and Syria in D.C. to
advocate for freedom and peace in Syria. There
was a rally, fundraising dinner, and a reading of
the names of the people who have been killed
during the Syrian Revolution. The participants

Alex Wan

of these events were Muslim and Christian and
were also of different racial backgrounds,
including Chinese, Russian, Ukrainian, Iranian,
Syrian, and Egyptian. Nevertheless, we were all
united in our compassion for our Syrian brothers
and sisters as well as our advocacy for stability,
peace, and democracy in Syria. In addition, we
raised over $500,000 to help displaced Syrians.
Thus, we stood together and were able to
implement The Golden Rule in our work for
Syria.

I encourage you to do the same in your own
lives. There is so much that we can all do. From
donating to organizations that help people in
need to advocating against oppression, we can
all make a difference. God bless you and let us
show our compassion and love through our
prayers and actions.

Websites of organizations that you can donate
to:

e NuDay Syria- It does great work in
helping Syrian refugees:
http://www.nudaysyria.net/

e Karam Foundation- It also provides
aid to Syrian refugees:
http:www.karamfoundation.org

e Sacramento County Food Bank- It
provides food and other aid to those in
need in the Sacramento area:
http://www sacramentofoodbank.org/

e Doctors Without Borders- It provides
medical treatment in many
impoverished areas around the world:
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
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Homily of Pope Francis on the Holy Mass and Rite of
Canonization of Blesseds John XXIII and John Paul 11

On April 27, 2014, Pope Francis canonized his papal
predecessors John XXIII and John Paul II. Here is his
homily on the Holy Mass and Rite of Canonization.

“At the heart of this Sunday, which concludes the
Octave of Easter and which Saint John Paul II wished to
dedicate to Divine Mercy, are the glorious wounds of the
risen Jesus.

He had already shown those wounds when he first
appeared to the Apostles on the very evening of that day
following the Sabbath, the day of the resurrection. But, as we
have heard, Thomas was not there that evening. and when
the others told him that they had seen the Lord, he replied
that unless he himself saw and touched those wounds, he
would not believe. A week later, Jesus appeared once more
to the disciples gathered in the Upper Room. Thomas was
also present; Jesus tumed to him and told him to touch his
wounds. Whereupon that man, so straightforward and
accustomed to testing everything personally, knelt before
Jesus with the words: “My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28).

The wounds of Jesus are a scandal, a stumbling block
for faith, yet they are also the test of faith. That is why on the
body of the risen Christ the wounds never pass away: they
remain, for those wounds are the enduring sign of God's
love for us. They are essential for believing in God. Not for
believing that God exists, but for believing that God is love,
mercy and faithfilness. Saint Peter, quoting Isaiah, writes to
Christians: “by his wounds you have been healed” (/ Pet
2:24, cf. Is 53:5).

Saint John XXIII and Saint John Paul Il were not
afraid to look upon the wounds of Jesus, to touch his torn
hands and his pierced side. They were not ashamed of the
flesh of Christ, they were not scandalized by him, by his
cross; they did not despise the flesh of their brother (cf. /s
58:7), because they saw Jesus in every person who suffers
and struggles. These were two men of courage, filled with
the parrhesia of the Holy Spirit, and they bore witness
before the Church and the world to God's goodness and
mercy.

They were priests, and bishops and popes of the
twentieth century. They lived through the tragic events of
that century, but they were not overwhelmed by them. For
them, God was more powerful; faith was more powerful —
faith in Jesus Christ the Redeemer of man and the Lord of
history; the mercy of God, shown by those five wounds, was
more power ful; and more powerful too was the closeness of
Mary our Mother.

In these two men, who looked upon the wounds of
Christ and bore witness to his mercy, there dwelt a living

hope and an indescribable and glorious joy (1 Pet 1:38).
The hope and the joy which the risen Christ bestows on his
disciples, the hope and the joy which nothing and no one
can take from them. The hope and jov of Easter, forged in
the crucible of self-denial. self-emptying, utter identification
with sinners, even to the point of disgust at the bitterness of
that chalice. Such were the hope and the joy which these
two holy popes had received as a gift from the risen Lord
and which they in turn bestowed in abundance upon the
People of God. meriting our eternal gratitude.

This hope and this joy were palpable in the earfiest
community of believers, in Jerusalem, as we have heard in
the Acts of the Apostles (cf. 2:42-47). It was a community
which lived the heart of the Gospel, love and mercy, in
simplicity and fratemity.

This is also the image of the Church which the Second
Vatican Council set before us. John XXIII and John Paul 11
cooperated with the Holy Spirit in renewing and updating
the Church in keeping with her pristine features, those
features which the saints have given her throughout the
centuries. Let us not forget that it is the saints who give
direction and growth to the Church. In convening the
Council, Saint John XXIII showed an exquisite openness to
the Holy Spirit. He let himself be led and he was for the
Church a pastor, a servant-leader, guided by the Holy Spirit.
This was his great service to the Church; for this reason I
like to think of him as the pope of openness to the Holy
Spirit.

In his own service to the People of God. Saint John
Paul Il was the pope of the family. He himself once said that
he wanted to be remembered as the pope of the family. I am
particularly happy to point this out as we are in the process
of journeying with families towards the Synod on the family.
It is surely a journey which, from his place in heaven, he
guides and sustains.

May these two new saints and shepherds of God's
people intercede for the Church, so that during this two-year
journey toward the Synod she may be open to the Holy
Spirit in pastoral service to the family. May both of them
teach us not to be scandalized by the wounds of Christ and
to enter ever more deeply into the mystery of divine mercy,
which always hopes and always forgives, because it always
loves.”

(Source:hitp://w2 vatican. va/content/francesco/en/homilies/
2014/documents/papa-francesco_ 20140427 omelia-
canonizzazioni.htmi)
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EIZHRE  Announcement

Our next business meeting will be held May 18, 2014 (Sun.) at 1:00pm at the Our Lady of Grace Parish meeting room in
West Sacramento. All are welcome to attend.
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Our community has invited Bishop Myron Cotta to celebrate Mass with us on Sunday, June 22nd at our usual Mass time
of 3:00 pm. We hope that you can join us for this special occasion. Please spread the word to as many people as
possible to attend this Mass to show our support for the new Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento.
TS T Myron Cotta FEFYNH —+ " HUEMB) T4 =5 HIRTIE OG- W AKENERS
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May is the Month of Mary, we will pray the rosary every Sunday prior to our Mass, starting May 4 through May 25 at
2:30 pm. Please come earlier before Mass to join us.
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Our community picnic is coming up and will be held on Saturday, June 21, 2014 at the William Land Park Area 20, 21
& 22, located at 3800 South Land Park Drive, Sacramento, CA 95822, We will start serving food at 11:30 am. Please
spread the word, bring your family or friends and come early to enjoy the people and the park. For more information,
please contact Gloria Fong (916-442-7178).
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Adult Bible study will be held once every month. For details, please contact Oliver Wan (916-205-2105) or Jenny Yu
(707-592-9133)
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A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every first Sunday of every month to feed the hungry
through the organization Feeding America.
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A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every third Sunday of every month to the ONE campaign,
which will help the Diocese of Sacramento raise $50 million for needed programs within the Diocese and it's parishes.
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Our Community newsletter publishes every two months. If you have any stories, topics. personal experience that you
would like to share with our Community, we invite you to submit paragraphs or articles to us. Feel free to contact our
editor Winnie Chan (916-747-9486) for submission of articles or questions.
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As a reminder, Father Ho is offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the Cathedral on the first Sunday of every
month before Mass, from 2:30 pmto 2:50 pm.
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Save the date calendar:
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ACTIVITY ;5§ DATE H ] VENUE il
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Picnic 6212014 (Sat) 11:30am — 3:00pm +lE

William Lank Park Area 20.21 &
2
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Annual Retreat 8162014 (Sat) 9:00am ~ 8:00pm Christ the King Passionist Retreat

Center




