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Words from Fr. Nicholas Ho
GOD CONTINUES TO CREATE US

Every New Year, we ask ourselves
the same thing: how are we going to
be better this year? It i1s a fair
question. We all have room for
improvement. But we seem to come
back to the same shortcomings time
and time again. We would say to
ourselves: "This year we will be kinder,
or be more patient." We are always
trying to create a new and improved
version of ourselves, not just when we
begin a new year. In spite of all our
efforts, we seem to be the same person
we were last year...or a few years ago.
Maybe in this new year, we should try
not to reinvent ourselves. It was God
who created us, after all. Maybe
instead of trying to fix everything that
is wrong with us, let us rather ask for
God's blessings, place ourselves in
God's hands, and trust that God will
continue to create us.

Prayer: Loving God; blesy
uy and keep uy invthe
coming year, however yow
see fit.
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Executive Committee 2015

The executive committee for Sacramento
Chinese Catholic Community of year 2015
has been established. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank the executive
committee of year 2014 for their wonderful
job. They were President Brian Chow, Vice
President Gabriel Wong, Treasurer Kenneth
Ng and Secretary Andrew Yeh. They served
our Community wholeheartedly and made it a
successful and fruitful year. Thank you to the
Community members for their support in the
past year and continuous support in the
coming years.

Since there was only one nomination for
each position of the 2015 executive
committee, voting was not necessary. The list
of the committee members is as follows:

President: Winnie Chan (916-583-8306)

Vice President: Gabriel Wong (415-269-8397)
Treasurer: Ida Tang (626-512-1688)
Secretary: Tina Yeh (916-968-3070)

May God grant the new committee
members with strength and wisdom to lead
the Community to serve God, to help the
Community to grow spiritually and to let
members understand each other better through
the activities in the coming year. May we
pray to God to let us get known to more
people so they will join this Community, to
serve Him and the others.
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Mass Collection 38 it 4581
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Fr. Ho's Monthly (Including Substitute Fathers) {of 8150 & H % W (1185 % By 3L {880 )

Utilities 7281 %
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Prayers for Peace in 2015

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. Not as the world gives do I give it to
you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or
afraid.” — Jesus (John 14:27)

2014 was a difficult year for the world to
say the least. Violence continues throughout
the globe. As I reflect on the previous year, I
think about many situations, including the
students who were kidnapped in Mexico, the
continual brutality by the Assad regime and
ISIS in Syria, and violence in Hong Kong.
Back home, our nation has gone through much
turmoil as well, with killings that have left
deep wounds as well as have left families
without fathers, sons, daughters, and mothers.
Of course, other years have also had much
violence, atrocities, and injustice around the
world. Nonetheless, I believe it is beyond time
to, at the very least, have a deep reflection and
to strive towards peace.

Jesus provides us teachings and
encouragement to seek peace. Indeed, in
Matthew 5:9, He says, “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called the
children of God.” Jesus also spoke out
strongly about loving others. In John 13:34,
He said, “I give you a new commandment:
love one another.”

These teachings can be hard to follow,
and in a world such as ours, it can be difficult
to ensure that the Lord’s Word is
implemented. When we hear about deaths in
our country and around the globe, despair and
sadness can grow. All one has to do is to
watch the news or read about it online. It
seems that every day there is a news update
about senseless tragedies occurring.

Nevertheless, as stated in the quote at the
top of this article, our Lord provides us peace

to comfort our hearts and He is with us always.

Moreover, nothing is impossible with God.
Sometimes, what we would like would not

Alex Wan

come immediately. Indeed, to be honest, it may
well take lifetimes for an end to wars, atrocities,
and violence. However, let us not forget that
God answers our prayers and that Jesus said in
Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you.” There will always be hope-
and with both prayer and God’s guidance, we
can work towards a better, more peaceful world.
We can all do our part to help increase
peace in our families, communities, and the
world as a whole. The first step is continual
prayer for peace. Other steps that can be taken is
to reflect on how we can best use our gifts to
help others. For example, if you are an artist,
you can help create artwork that promote peace.
If you enjoy writing, you can write for peace.
Whatever your gifts and talents are, you can use
them towards ensuring greater peace. Most of all,
we should reflect within ourselves about what
we can do to build bridges with others,
especially those who are of a different
background (age, race, income, religious belief,
etc), and work to build positive relationships
with them as well as to speak out against both
stereotypes and fear. It’s not an easy thing to do-
and it can take much time- but it will help to
build peace. We should also speak out against
violence and injustice as well and advocate
against them. These steps may seem small, but
it’s a great way to make a difference and to
inspire others to work towards peace as well.
We’re all in this together and we should strive to
make the world better for future generations.
Thank you and best wishes. Happy New Year.

The word *peace’ in different languages:
Shalom (Hebrew)
Salaam (Arabic)
Paz (Spanish)
Pais (French)

(GHRHEY | — E R GER <)
(Please turn over to p.5 for Chinese translation
on this article.)
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Bible Study Schedule AT

Date HEj Time BF[E Venue }785
February 14, 2015 (Sat) 10:00am —~12:00pm Belle Cooledge Library
ZO—HEZAHUHEMR) | EFHEEDRF28F | Belle Cooledge [ &
(Address 7]
5600 South Land Park
Drive, Sacramento, CA
95822)
March 7, 2015 (Sat) 10:00am ~11:30am Belle Cooledge Library
—O0—AFE=ZHEHEN) EA+8§E 41854 | Belle Cooledge [E FHEE
April 4, 2015 (Sat) 10:00am ~11:30am Belle Cooledge Library
ZO—HFENANHCERR) EAHRE B4+ —#FF | Belle Cooledge [ FHEE
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Our annual Chinese New Year Mass and Tribute to the Ancestors will be held on
Sunday, February 8, 2015 at 3:00 pm at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament,
1017 11th Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. Please join us and invite your families
and friends for the celebration.
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The annual Chinese New Year Dinner will follow at Hong Kong Islander (5675
Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95822) at 6:00 pm. The cost per person is $20/
adult, $10/child (5-12 years old). For reservations to the dinner, please contact
Gloria Fong (916-442-7178) by January 3 1.
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EIZIRE  Announcement (Continue from p.6 4147\ E)

Our community will once again have a booth at the annual Chinese New Year Culture Association
Chinese New Year Celebration held on Saturday, February 7, 2015 from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
located at Hiram Johnson High School on 6879 14th Ave, Sacramento, CA 95820. The festival
celebrates Chinese New Year with a dragon dance, martial arts, music, singing & dance
performances, various Chinese food, vendor booths, and children’s games. Please stop by to see
and support us.
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During the season of Lent, we will have Stations of the Cross every Sunday prior to our Mass,
starting February 22 through March 29 at 2:30 pm. Please come earlier before Mass to join us.
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Adult Bible study will be held once every month. For details, please contact Oliver Wan (916-
205-2105).
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A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every first Sunday of every month
to feed the hungry through the organization Feeding America.

BRI AZR RS % I EBURE = A8, - LUBEN2E EEIE Feeding America -
A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every third Sunday of every month
to the ONE campaign, which will help the Diocese of Sacramento raise $50 million for needed
programs within the Diocese and it's parishes.
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As a reminder, Father Ho is offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the Cathedral on the first
Sunday of every month before Mass, from 2:30 pm to 2:50 pm.
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Save the date calendar:
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ACTIVITY ;5 DATE H VENUE fift 85

T AR SH
Chinese New  Year
Mass

ZANAH (Z#H) FF=F
2/8/2015 (Sun) 3pm

EER KR
Cathedral of the Blessed
Sacrament

FrARIGEL
Chinese New  Year
Dinner

ZAAH (BHH) FFEAE
2/8/2015 (Sun) 6pm

HAEER
Hong Kong Islander




