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Words from Fr. Nicholas Ho
GIANTS OF OUR FAITH

On April 27th 2016, as 1 walked up
St. Peter's Square, Rome, I was struck by
the two enormous statues of Saints Peter
and Paul. St. Peter holds keys in his right
hand, Saint Paul holds a scroll and a
sword. As I roamed around the city, time
and again, | saw the two saints, side by
side. The message is more than clear, the
Church is built on these two giants of our
Faith.

In the month of June, as we celebrate
their common feast day, we have a
chance to rediscover the depth and the
power of their mission. One was a
fisherman who became a wise and
humble leader of a rapidly expanding
Christian Community.

The other was a brilliant and zealous
teacher of the Law who became a great
Christian teacher. One important thing
made them brothers and great witnesses
was their knowledge and experience of
Jesus Christ.

As we celebrate the solemn feast of
these two great apostles of Christ, let us
implore them to pray for us, that we like
them may be drawn closer to Christ and
be his faithful witnesses.
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One Day Pilgrimage
This year is the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
One of the ways to live this special year is to
visit and pray at the Pilgrimage sites. Bishop
Jamie Soto has designated 12 pilgrimage sites in
Sacramento Diocese for the Year of Mercy.
On May 14, 2016, we went to the Abbey of

New Clairvaux in Vina for a one day pilgrimage.

We arrived there at around 11:30am and met
Brother William from the Abbey, he came from
Singapore as well. We were grateful to have
him as our tour guide. Then we attended a noon
prayer lead by the monks there. Afterwards, we
had our lunch at the picnic area with a huge
lawn. We visited the site of the Sacred Stones
project, which would turn into Abbey’s new
church in the future. We also visited their gift
shop and the wine tasting room. It was a very
peaceful place to spend a weekend at.

After the trip to Vina, some of the
parishioners also attended the evening Mass at
Holy Rosary Church in Woodland. It was also
one of the designated pilgrimage sites.

For more information about the Jubilee
Year of Mercy from our Diocese, please visit
scd.org.
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Summary of Meeting with Father O’Reilly on May 8, 2016

On May 8, 2016, Father Ho, the executive
committee members and some parishioners met
Father Michael O’Reilly of the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament. The aim of the meeting was to
clarify on what likely would happen if Sacramento
Chinese Catholic Community became part of the
Cathedral. We will have a members’ meeting after
Mass on June 12, 2016, to report on what we had
discussed in the meeting and to vote whether we
will join the Cathedral or not. Please come and join
us in this meeting.

Here is a summary of the meeting:

Weekly Mass
1. Ifwe become part of the Cathedral, Father

Ho will be the visiting priest to the
Cathedral. The parish will provide stipend
for him for every Mass ($75/Mass and gas
mileage) he celebrates with us. The
Community can add up the amount to
make sure he will get his monthly
allowance of $400.

2. If Father Ho is on vacation, the Cathedral
will provide us with a priest, we don’t
have to find one on our own.

3. If the church is not available for us to
celebrate Mass, re-arrangement will be
made, maybe downstairs. But Father
O'Reilly emphasized that we would have
prionity to use the church at our time slot,
e 3pm.

Financial Aspect
I. Our weekly-collection will go to the

Cathedral.

2. We will be allowed to do our own
fundraising activities, e.g. selling food,
and monthly second collection for the
Community is allowed as well. We also

have to follow the dates when the
Cathedral holds second collections.

3. We can keep our own bank account.
Father O'Reilly will oversee it and be one
of the co-signers. We will provide him
with a bank statement quarterly.

4. We can keep the donation that is made to
Sacramento Chinese Catholic Community.

5. For the activities that parishioners will be
charged, e.g. Chinese New Year Dinner,
Thanksgiving Dinner, we will no longer
mention it as a cost for each person,
rather, it will be a donation ticket for that
event.

6. If we request funding from the Cathedral,
we can submit the amount of certain
activity. If it is approved, we will get a
reimbursement.

Meeting
1. Our monthly meetings can still be named

“business meeting™.

Future of the Community
1. Father O’Reilly will try his best to find a

Chinese speaking priest to celebrate Mass
with us whenever the time is applicable.

2. We emphasized to Father O’Reilly that
our weekly Chinese Mass 1is the
foundation of the establishment of our
Community. So we would like to continue
to celebrate Mass as a group.

1. We can publish our events in English and
Chinese in the Cathedral Bulletin.
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Seeing and Appreciating God’s Beauty

“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me and I in him
will bear much fruit, because without
me, you can do nothing.” — Jesus (John
15:5 NAB)

Sometimes, it can be quite hard to
appreciate what God has given wus.
Stressful days at work and everyday
challenges can cause us to forget the
Lord’s blessings. Such challenges can
make us feel like upset, frustrated, and far
from God. Yet, changing our perspectives
can help us grow closer to God.

I learned this earlier this year. | was
having a fairly stressful day at work, so |
decided to take a walk during my
afternoon break. While I was walking, |
had a conversation with a homeless man.
He originally was asking for some change,
so | gave him some money. We then
chatted for a bit and he told me about his
life's story. He lost his parents when he
was young and had various health issues
which made it hard for him to find stable
work.

As we talked, I also remember a friend
of mine who earlier this week had talked
about a young man in Syria who was
seeking an opportunity to attend university
in Canada. Seeking a higher education
may seem normal to us, but in Syria, it’s
nearly impossible. Atrocities and brutal
violence have severely limited educational

Alex Wan

opportunities. Nonetheless, this young man
refuses to give up in seeking his goals.

This young man's story and the story of
the homeless deeply moved me. They
reminded me that the stress I am going
through today are nothing compared to what
many people in the world are going through.
It helped me to appreciate the gifts God has
given me- a stable and good job, college
education, and loving family and friends.
Indeed, the stories I've heard the last few
days have helped me to put things in
perspective, be more positive and grateful,
and further strengthen my desire to help
people.

Thus, let us not forget how great God is.
He has blessed all of us and has guided us
throughout our lives. Even in the most
difficult situations, He will find a way to
help you. In my case, He helped me to see
Him through others’ stories. He is within all
of us and will continue to bless you every
day. Praise be to God!

God's beauty

Is slmply amazing.
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B%EHE Announcement

We had a meeting with Father O'Reilly of the Cathedral to talk about the Community becoming part of the parish. We
will hold a members’ meeting on June 12, 2016 (Sunday) after Mass to talk about and vote on this issue. For details,
please refer to p.3-4 of this Newsletter. Please come and join us and spread the word to the other parishioners.
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Our next business meeting will be held June 26, 2016 (Sun) after Mass at Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament meeting
room. All are welcome to attend.
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Our Community picnic is coming up and will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at the William Land Park Area 9,
located at 3800 South Land Park Drive, Sacramento, CA 95822. We will start serving food at 11:30 am. Please spread
the word, bring your family or friends and come early to enjoy the people and the park. For more information, please
contact Gloria Fong (916-442-7178) or Winnie Chan (916-583-8306). Please sign-up by June 5, 2015.
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Our Community retreat will be held on Saturday, August 6. 2016 from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm at Marello Youth Retreat
Center at 6530 Wells Ave.., Loomis, CA 95650. The cost for each participant is $40, which includes lunch and dinner.
We have invited Deacon Simon Tsui from the Bay Area as our guest speaker. The topic will be about the Jubilee Year
of Mercy. If you are interested in attending the retreat, please contact Winnie Chan (916-583-8306/
scce.contact(@gmail.com) ¢
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Adult Bible study will be held once every month. For details, please contact Gabriel Wong (415-269-8397).
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Bible Study Schedule AHIUE EFHSE+—8 Belle Cooledge [HH5

642016 10:00am-11:30am Belle Cooledge Library

A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every first Sunday of every month to feed the hungry
through the organization Feeding America.
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A reminder to everyone to contribute to our second collection every third Sunday of every month to the ONE campaign,
which will help the Diocese of Sacramento raise $50 million for needed programs within the Diocese and it's parishes.
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As a reminder, Father Ho is offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the Cathedral on the first Sunday of every
month before Mass, from 2:30 pmto 2:50 pm.
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Save the date calendar:
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Picnic 6/11/2016(Sat) 11:30am — 3:00pm William Land Park Arca 9

IR AP JCHAHCEWR) EFNBE T /B85 Marello Youth Retreat Center at
Annual Retreat 8/6/2016 (Sat) 9am — 8pm Loomis
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Thanksgiving Dinner 11/20/2016 (Sun) 6:00pm — 9:00pm Mercy Memorial Hall
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Christmas Dinner 12/18/2016 (Sun) 6:00pm — 9:00pm Mercy Memorial Hall
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